INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

fewer above make up by having some of their number
farther away, exerting a more considerable leverage.

The point of balance of which we have been speaking is
what we commonly know as the average or mean. The
median man, on the other hand, is the man who has half
the crowd to right and half to left of him In a symmetrical
distribution like our first picture he is also the average man.
But in our asymmetrical second picture he stands to one
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side of the average,1 and the distance between him and
the average is the greater, the greater the skewness of the
distribution. For some purposes the median is a better
measure than the average. If each man on a jury, for
example, agreed to write down the damages he considered
proper in the case, then the median would be better than
the average. For the average could be made inordinately
big by any vindictive juryman who cared to write down

The median

is blackened in each figure
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